Introduction
The genus Neochila was created by Basilewsky (1953) for a weakly known Prothymine black species from Kigonsera, Tanzania, N. kigonserana, that W. Horn described in 1905, mistakenly placing it in the genus Odontocheila Castelnau, 1834 (Horn 1905; Burgeon 1937) . Subsequent modern analysis (Rivalier 1969) showed the genus Odontocheila to exclusively occur in the Neotropics. Because of this biogeographical restriction, important differences in elytral sculpturing and other morphological characters, Basilewsky (1953) correctly created for kigonserana a separate genus, Neochila. However, Basilewsky included within Neochila two African species that are more appropriately placed in two different genera, Euryarthron bennigseni (W. Horn, 1897), and Prothyma (Prothyma) erythropyga Putzeys, 1880, This latter species also had been initially listed by Burgeon (1937 ) under Odontochila. Moreover, Basilewsky (1953 thought kigonserana to occur in the PNU (Parc National Upemba) and all over Katanga. Given the convoluted history of the genus Neochila (see below), a full generic revision is now justified, a process made extremely difficult because of the puzzlingly marked uniformity of the habitus of the various species, and the resultant difficulty of correctly distinguishing the specimens that have been collected in various African countries. However, with experience one can discriminate the various species, especially if a reasonably long series of specimens is available.
Material and methods
The revision of this group has proven to be much more difficult than expected, largely due to the paucity of available specimens. Although the second author (TB) was able to personally collect several Revision of the African tiger beetle genus Neochila Basilewsky, 1953 (Coleoptera: Cicindelidae)
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The complex Prothymine African genus Neochila is revised. Thirteen species are recognized in all, three of which are described as new: hassoni sp. n., from the Upemba National Park and other localities of Katanga; nitida sp. n., from the Solwezi district in northwestern Zambia; and apicenitens sp. n., also from the Upemba National Park in Katanga. Moreover, the males of three additional species (upangwana, grandis and unicolorata) are described based on male specimens associated with females. Three new synonymies (kigonserana lindemannae Mandl = kigonserana W. Horn; kigonserana viridissima Mandl = congoana Mandl; nigromarginilabris Mandl = congoana Mandl) are proposed, and kigonserana horii Wiesner, 1988 is raised to full specific status. The geographical distribution of the genus Neochila appears to be restricted to central Africa (Katanga, Zambia, Malawi, Tanzania and Mozambique), with one species occurring in eastern Uganda. The highest number of species (ten) is known to occur in Katanga. Neochila specimens are usually collected on termitaries or while running on horizontal or vertical tree trunks. An identification key to the species is also provided. Staat, Munich, Germany (M. Baehr) In the list of species (see below), all localities, wherever possible, are arranged from W to E and N to S. Location of localities was made possible by consulting the International Travel Maps (Vancouver, Canada) of Zambia (1997, no. 839, scale 1: 1,500,000), Malawi (1996, no. 219, scale 1: 900,000) and Uganda (1996, no. 936, scale 1: 800,000). As to D.R. Congo and Mozambique we usefully consulted the Cartographia (Budapest, Hungary) maps (respectively: 1998, scale 1: 3,300,000 and 1994/95, scale 1: 2,000,000), and for Tanzania the Nelles map (München, Germany, scale 1:1,500,000). A few localities were located by consulting the NIMA Geonet and Falling Rain Genomics websites. All the identifications included in the present paper are either confirmed by red type labels or by pale yellowish determination labels. Subsequent to his description of Odontochila kigonserana, Horn (1910, plate 12) illustrated the species' habitus, and he also recorded three green specimens that most probably belonged to a different species (Horn 1913 (Horn , 1914 . He later recorded kigonserana (Horn 1926a) also from "DO Africa (Nyassa)" (present-day Tanzania) and "NERhodesia" (present-day Zambia), as well as from Katanga. He referred almost all the Neochila specimens which he examined to kigonserana. In 1926 W. Horn described a "ssp." prototypica, based on specimens collected by E. Le Moult, in October 1925, near the River Sashila in western Katanga, characterized by the bluish-green body colour and the occurrence of two roundish spots on the elytra (Horn 1926b) . This form was later erroneously considered by Basilewsky (1948) to merely be an individual variation, 
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